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Calgary crime
surge is no
pulp fiction

BY NICHOLAS KOHLER « As moviegoers
left a Calgary multiplex some days ago they
witnessed a young man get shot in the eye
and head. Though he survived—patrons who
surrounded him advised the man to remain
still as he tried to stand—the shooting is the
latest evidence that Calgarians no longer need
the movies to see inner-city violence.

The crime spike started last month, when
a group of men knifed five people at random,
killing one. The following week, an afternoon
shoving match pushed a 17-year-old boy to
his death beneath a transit train. Days later,

TRANSIT TRAIN murder. With oil
wealth comes drugs and gangs.

residents east of the Stampede grounds didn’t
respond when they heard the victim of a
brutal sex assault cry for help. She was later
found dead. All told, the month leading up
to August’s long weekend upped this year’s
homicide tally by seven; it now sits at 20.

There have been few arrests—none in the
above offences. Many see gangs as driving
the violence (the stabbings were likely initia-
tion rites for new recruits). “The worry is that
with the'booming economy comes a bigger
drug trade,” says Ald. Madeleine King. Police
admit a manpower deficit of 120 officers but
say the spike has bolstered a “perception” of
danger belied by local crime stats. Chief Jack
Beaton says his force has kept a lid on crime
over four years despite Calgary’s growth. But
Al Koenig, the police union head, notes offi-
cers had to cut short their holidays for the
spike. “On a day-to-day basis, our members
are already stretched pretty thin,” he says.

Calgarians now view the city’s unhurried
public drug deals, open-air drunkenness and
aggressive begging as new and more real than
the falling stats—never mind the recent slay-
ings. Pedestrian walkways and the city’s river-
side paths are avoided. More and more, the
booming metropolis feels like a B movie. The
danger for a city that still needs more work-
ers is—will newcomers continue to feel Cal-
gary is worth the price of admission? M

Ah, Cuba: sun,
cigars and hip
replacements

BY KEN MACQUEEN « Cuba—a mecca for
fine cigars, rusty cars and rickety commun-
ism—is being sold by a Winnipeg entrepreneur
as a cutting-edge destination for health care
queue jumpers. Daren Jorgenson, founder and
“chiefidea officer” of Choice Medical Services,
has sent some 200 Canadians and Americans
on medical tourism excursions to the island
for services including drug rehabilitation, hip
replacement, eye surgery and breast augmen-
tation. “The standards of care are very high,”
says Jorgenson, who also runs an Internet
pharmacy and a chain of Canadian medical
clinics. “Obviously Cuba is an impoverished
country, but when you’re having surgery done,
you're in some pretty premier facilities.”
Medical tourism is a growing source of
hard currency for Cuba, which trains a sur-
plus of doctors. “I like to call Cuba’s physician
pool Fidel’s oil, an untapped economic power,”
says Jorgenson. His business lets Canadians
with the ability to pay avoid long wait times.
For Americans who enter Cuba through a
third country to thwart the U.S. embargo,
it’s a way to stretch inadequate private insur
ance. The cost of a hip replacement in Cuba
is $8,000, compared to $63,000 in the U.S.
Jorgenson met Michael Moore on a flight
to Cuba while the U.S. filmmaker was mak-
ing Sicko, his critique of American health
care. While Moore praised the Cuban and
Canadian systems, Jorgenson says Canada is
at a “tipping point.” The costs of an aging
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EYE CARE IN CUBA: A way for
Canadians to queue-jump

population, new drugs and diagnostic tools
are unsustainable. Outsourcing medical pro-
cedures is one of the necessary reforms, he
says. “If we want to have a universal health
care system 50 years from now, we’d better
damn well be prepared to make hard deci-
sions now.” Most Canadian health tourists
aren’t being reimbursed for their costs. “Five
years from now health ministers are going to
start listening to us,” he predicts. “Ten years
from now, they’ll start paying for it.” M

Immigrant
phobia and
Mario Dumont

BY MARTIN PATRIQUIN « Over a plate of
couscous and a couple of beers, ADQ Leader
Mario Dumont recently told a reporter that
Quebec had enough immigrants within its
borders, and should limit itself to no more
than the 45,000 it allows annually. More immi-
grants, he suggested, would destabilize Que-
bec society by creating crime-ridden and dis-
tinctly un-francophone “ghettos.” The ensuing
media storm has only fuelled the debate over
so-called “reasonable
accommodations” and
the always thornyissue
of Quebec identity,
both of which are being
put to a province-wide
commission in the
coming months. But
according to Univer-
sité de Montreal soci-
ologist Victor Piché,
Dumont’s comments

DUMONT'S _
ghetto warning are all the more galling
exploits Quebec because they are out-
ignorance right wrong.

Not only does the
province recruit fewer immigrants now than
in the 1950s, when the numbers were as high
as 55,000 a year, only 10 per cent of the popu-
lation is foreign born—compared to Ontario,
which sits at 27 per cent. Add to this the con-
centration of immigrants in Montreal to the
detriment of the regions, which have one of
the oldest workforces in the country, and
Piché suggests the end result will be ghost
towns and industries unable to sustain them-
selves. What’s worse, he says, many regions
outside of cities haven’t taken any steps in
acknowledging the problem, much less done
anything to attract more Singhs to the land
of Sevigny. The “immigrants are bad” notion

“is based on prejudice and taken up by people
like Dumont,” says Piché. “There is a crass
ignorance in certain places in the province.”

The results can already be seen even in
Montreal, home to 90 per cent of Quebec’s
immigrants, where many young blacks and

Arabs have trouble finding employment
despite a robust economy and low unemploy-
ment rate. “It’s not due to a reticence on their
part to integrate, but to racism in the job
market,” Piché says. Justin Timberlake, mean-
while, may be more of a danger to the French
language: “I went to see his concert. He was
singing in English, and I didn’t see very many
immigrants there.” M

SUN MEDIA CORP; AFP/GETTY IMAGES; CP



